Instructional Materials

Lesson 1: Symbol Slides Assignment

Your group will be assigned a symbol from The Great Gatsby. Use Chapters 1-6.
With your symbol, EVERY STUDENT NEEDS TO:

1. Read the article that pertains to your symbol, and take notes.

2. Make a slide that describes your assigned symbol in The Great
Gatsby, Ch. 1-6.

3. Write ONE sentence that describes what it represents, clearly and
descriptively.

4. Find TWO quotes pertaining to your symbol, and include them on the
slide.

5. Write ONE sentence of analysis that relates your symbol either to the

American Dream or Modernism somehow. “This indicates/suggests
about the American Dream or Modernism because..” [make
an argument]

6. Make your slide visually attractive.

Symbols in Great Gatsby:

East vs. West Egg - Article

The Valley of Ashes and the Eyes of Dr. Eckelberg- Article
Jay Gatsby's Mansion - Article

Cars in the Great Gatsby - Article

Green - Article

American Dream & Corrupted Dream - Article
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Examples provided on subsequent pages:


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uBOC1CG6opVegVNZtD4ZOoZPrpHYz8dUj7BCekWfKt8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sEpDVY-8PYx18Qqgrp1SyKsH5ItqzV5RKVDbSiWcFfM/edit?usp=sharing
https://study.com/academy/lesson/jay-gatsbys-house-in-the-great-gatsby.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yyUQcTs8XhSD0lvlFGDKRW01BY6l46wj15_3Tb-xVkI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gI6GR-6mmMClfUSGAdS4hoTPNWjoARW4cLeXGBMQ2pQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bNVsRgvtNVNRsfA6ARA9dY-B1T2jbfn6VdSDiiqr_Ws/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1odoXDJWWpnYRZa8n_OMSlH65JYCLXtdC49jPO7tssXA/edit?usp=sharing
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-The bright yellow signifies Gatsby's richness and becomes the perfect
symbol to represent Gatsby's life and his undying need to impress

Daisy.

ke you in this circus

-This quote shows how much Tom dislikes Gatsby and his wealth.

When Niel ats| r for the first time he tells us s a rich
cream color, s
length [...] with a labyrinth of wind-shields that mirrored a dozen suns”
(64).

Gatsby's car is a symbol of the American dream because it represents

ursuit of a better life. His car shows his desire
a key to the american dream.

Press. ‘ Esc ‘ to exit full screen

Symbolism of Green in Gatsby

In The Great Gatsby, the author uses the color green to display wealth, money, and passion
along with other themes of modernism and the American dream.

Quotes:
1. “You always have a green light that burns all night at the end of your dock” (92).

- The green light displays desire and longing, representing both the American dream and

the distance that separates Gatsby from his main goal.
1. “Sitting down behind many layers of glass in a sort of green leather conservatory, we

started to town” (64).
- Displays the aspect of luxury that comes with “new money” in this time, tying to

modernism. The color green also shows up in

The theme of green suggests that society is using the influence of money and passion to
adapt to modernistic times.
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Symbol in The Great Gatsby: American Dream

1..-.-"'-..-..-—

The American Dream in The Great Gatsby is represented by the enormous wealth that many
characters in the book possess, and the huge parties these wealthy citizens throw, bringing joy to
many. People who are showing up to Gatsbys party aren’t even invited, "I believe that on the first
night | went to Gatsby's house | was one of the few guests who had actually been invited. People
were not invited—they went there" (41). They are showing up to live life and have fun, the party is
calling to them and it is satisfying their American Dream. When Jordan Baker is talking ick
about the party she explains, “Anyhow, he gives large parties, said Jordan a
[...]and I like large parties. They're so intimate. At small partles there isn’t <z 'V’
any privacy” (49). These quote suggest that the American Dream is just to have, =%
fun and make the most of your life. The people showing up without and |nv[f (%
wanted to live their life as much as they could and as Jordan said large
parties and more intimate, you get to interact and meet new people more | N /
and get yourself out there. N3 X
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Steps to Analysis

Quotes as evidence:

They support your claims by using the actual words of the author.

They provide an example to illustrate key points or themes.

They enhance your credibility.

They add depth and detail by incorporating the language and imagery used by the
author.

How to Properly Embed a Quote:

Introduce the quote: Provide some context or background information to
prepare your readers for what they will encounter.

Use signal phrases: "According to," "As stated by," "In the words of," etc. This
helps clearly indicate that the following text is a direct quotation.

Enclose the quote in quotation marks: Place quotation marks (" ") at the
beginning and end of the quoted text to indicate that it's taken directly from the
source.

Provide necessary citation information: (Page number!)

Integrate the quote smoothly: Make sure the quote flows naturally within your
own writing. Avoid simply dropping the quote without any context or explanation.
Instead, seamlessly integrate it into your own sentence structure.

Punctuate properly.

Provide analysis or commentary: After presenting the quote, offer your own
analysis or commentary to explain its relevance to your argument or thesis. This
will help you connect the quote back to your main point and demonstrate your
understanding of its significance.

Daisy's character shows her wealth and entitlement. Gatsby observes Daisy’s wealth
and entitlement as he remarks, “Her voice was full of money" (120). This statement
highlights the themes of carelessness and privilege associated with Daisy and the
wealthy people who come from East Egg.
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Analysis: What does it Mean?

1. Are there any Key Words and Phrases you can highlight? Notice the quote's
language, imagery, and rhetorical devices.

2. Consider Literal and Symbolic Meaning: Consider the possible layers of
meaning and how they contribute to the overall message or theme. Money=
Privilege. Ease. Carelessness.

3. Consider Tone and Perspective: Consider the tone and perspective of the
speaker or narrator, and ask how the tone reflects the speaker's attitude,
emotions, or intentions.

4. How does this relate to themes in the story? Draw Conclusions and Make
Connections: Summarize your analysis of the quote and draw conclusions about
its significance within the context of your argument or analysis. Make
connections between the quote and other aspects of the text, as well as its
broader implications for your topic or theme.

5. Use these phrases: This indicates that, this shows that...this suggests that...:
Evaluate how the quote relates to your argument.

Lesson 2: Quotes to Analyze

1. “The truth was that Jay Gatsby of West Egg, Long Island, sprang from his Platonic
conception of himself. He was a son of God—a phrase which, if it means anything,
means just that—and he must be about His Father’s business, the service of a vast,
vulgar, and meretricious beauty. So he invented just the sort of Jay Gatsby that a
seventeen-year-old boy would be likely to invent, and to this conception he was faithful
to the end.”

2. ... | saw that the expression of bewilderment had come back into Gatsby’s face, as though a
faint doubt had occurred to him as to the quality of his present happiness. Almost five years!
There must have been moments even that afternoon when Daisy tumbled short of his
dreams—not through her own fault but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion. It had gone
beyond her, beyond everything. He had thrown himself into it with a creative passion, adding to
it all the time, decking it out with every bright feather that drifted his way. No amount of fire or
freshness can challenge what a man will store up in his ghostly heart. (96)
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Questions for Discussion after reading Chapters 8-9:

1. Describe Gatsby’s backstory. How did he “become” Gatsby, and what does this
development of identity reveal about him?

2. Why is Gatsby unable to put the past behind him? Why does he want Daisy to say she
never loved Tom? What choice would you have made in the same situation? What does
this expectation have to do with Gatsby’s downfall?

3. The story begins with Tom and Nick and ends with Tom and Nick. Compare and contrast
them at the beginning and end of the story. Why do you think the author bookmarks
Gatsby’s story with these two characters?

4. What does Nick’s reunification of West Egg symbolize? Why does he end his
relationship with Jordan? What does she mean when she calls him dishonest? Do you
think she is right?

5. Why do you think “great” is in the title of The Great Gatsby? Was Gatsby great?
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Steps to Analysis

Quotes as evidence:

They support your claims by using the actual words of the author.

They provide an example to illustrate key points or themes.

They enhance your credibility.

They add depth and detail by incorporating the language and imagery used by the
author.

© N oo

How to Properly Embed a Quote:

8. Introduce the quote: Provide some context or background information to
prepare your readers for what they will encounter.

9. Use signal phrases: "According to," "As stated by," "In the words of," etc. This
helps clearly indicate that the following text is a direct quotation.

10. Enclose the quote in quotation marks: Place quotation marks (" ") at the
beginning and end of the quoted text to indicate that it's taken directly from the
source.

11. Provide necessary citation information: (Page number!)

12.Integrate the quote smoothly: Make sure the quote flows naturally within your
own writing. Avoid simply dropping the quote without any context or explanation.
Instead, seamlessly integrate it into your own sentence structure.

13.Punctuate properly.

14.Provide analysis or commentary: After presenting the quote, offer your own
analysis or commentary to explain its relevance to your argument or thesis. This
will help you connect the quote back to your main point and demonstrate your
understanding of its significance.

Daisy's character shows her wealth and entitlement. Gatsby observes Daisy’s wealth
and entitlement as he remarks, “Her voice was full of money" (120). This statement
highlights the themes of carelessness and privilege associated with Daisy and the
wealthy people who come from East Egg.
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Analysis: What does it Mean?

6. Are there any Key Words and Phrases you can highlight? Notice the quote's
language, imagery, and rhetorical devices.

7. Consider Literal and Symbolic Meaning: Consider the possible layers of
meaning and how they contribute to the overall message or theme. Money=
Privilege. Ease. Carelessness.

8. Consider Tone and Perspective: Consider the tone and perspective of the
speaker or narrator, and ask how the tone reflects the speaker's attitude,
emotions, or intentions.

9. How does this relate to themes in the story? Draw Conclusions and Make
Connections: Summarize your analysis of the quote and draw conclusions about
its significance within the context of your argument or analysis. Make
connections between the quote and other aspects of the text, as well as its
broader implications for your topic or theme.

10. Use these phrases: This indicates that, this shows that...this suggests that...:
Evaluate how the quote relates to your argument.
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Lesson 3: The Past in Gatsby (Ch. 7-9)

Objective: By the end of class today, you will be able to:

e |dentify and define Fitzgerald’s theme of The Past.
e Take one quotation, put it in context, and tell what it says about the Past.

Warm-up questions: Where have you seen the past so far in Gatsby?

How long was Gatsby’s love affair with Daisy? (1 month)
What about Gatsby’s past do we know? (It is invented)

The Great Gatsby is one of the two great American novels. What is the other one? (Huck Finn)
Both have subjects that are uniquely American. This one is about the American dream, and
since it is a Modernist piece, it is asking questions more than telling. How you answer
these is your interpretation.

Some of the questions this book asks are:

Can you reclaim the past?

How much does the past mean?

Is the American dream possible? Can you be whoever you want to be through hard
work?

Can you really escape your poor past?

What does the past have to do with the present?

Can you cut yourself off from the past, or does it shape and inform everything?

What was Gatsby’s tell of his poor past that marked him as an outsider?

Can you escape a poor or corrupt past and earn respectability? Or does the past haunt
you, or shape you?

Does history matter, and how much?

One love affair, one month long, what is the meaning of that in the present, in shaping
the future? In whose perception?

Can Gatsby take his dream and force a future?

Is it ever too late?

Who are you without your dreams?

If you achieve your dreams, what are you then?

Is purpose and pursuit more important than attainment?
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Text-to-text connection: A look at a Modernist painting (a link to art);

We’ve been talking about Modernism in The Great Gatsby. Let’s see if we can make
some connections with a different form of art.

Show “The Persistence of Memory” (Salvador Dali, 1931)

What

~ modernist

| elements do
you see in this
painting?

is memory?

of these
elements
mean?

The stopwatch covered with ants — the deterioration of the past
The face — an interior self, dreams, memories?

Egg — new life, rebirth

Surreal — these are those questions that they’re talking about —
Modernist art has the same elements —

Individualism — your meaning might be different from ours
Experimentation — represent things in new ways

Formalism — abstract ideas, but concrete representation -

A link with our Novel — break with tradition; symbols represent things (car, billboard,
clocks, house)

Lack of identity — Gatsby — rejected past, an invented past —

Lack of faith — retreated with the billboards

Cynicism - does it matter what meaning you ascribe to this painting? Does it
mean something different to each person, or nothing at all? The question of
meaning in Gatsby - do wealth and success mean nothing at all?

How persistent

What do some
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Hand out and describe Key Quotes Analysis Assignment.

Instructions: Each group will be given a paper with a quotation from having to do with
the past. They will:

1. Select the themes of the past, present, and future from the list that they see in
the assignment.

2. They will set their quotation in context: who said it, and under what
circumstances.

3. They will collectively analyze the quote, looking for the following:

a. Historical Context: The Roaring Twenties, the Jazz Age, Modernism

b. Summarize: what happened in this chapter.

c. Themes: the past, social class, corruption, the American Dream, love,
idealism. How are these themes developed through the novel?

d. Imagery or symbolism: Is there any imagery or symbolism? What do
they mean? (Green, the Valley of Ashes, the eyes of Dr. TJ Eckleburg,
and Gatsby’s mansion.

e. Characterizations: What is revealed in this chapter? What motivates
them? Are they limited by social expectations?

f. Language: What words does the author use to describe something?

Does his/her word choice mean anything?

Literary Devices? Any allusions?

Critical thinking: are there any arguments made?
Quotable Quotes: What are they saying?
Interpretation? What's your interpretation of this text?

— T TaQ

They have five minutes to do so; then they will report to the class. Students will report to the
class at the end.
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Themes Key

Themes: The Past
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality
[J Obsession with the past
[J Myth of a Glorious Past
[J Forgetfulness
[ Entanglements of the past

Themes: Present & Future
[J Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Dreams, Hopes
[J Mortality
[J Uncertainty
[J Sacrificing the present

incredulously. “Why, of course you can!” He
looked around wildly, as if the past were here
in the shadow of his house, just out of reach
of his hand.”

“I'm going to fix everything just the way it was
before,” he said, nodding determinedly. “She’ll
see” (110).

[J Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O
“You can’t repeat the past.” Who said it?
“Can’t repeat the past?” he cried Context?

What does it mean?
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Themes: The Past
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality
[J Obsession with the past
[0 Myth of a Glorious Past
[J Forgetfulness
[ Entanglements of the past

Themes: Present & Future
[0 Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Dreams, Hopes
[J Mortality
[J Uncertainty
[ Sacrificing the present

[J Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O
‘| said I'd been making a small investigation of |Who said it?
his past” (122).
Context?

What does it mean?
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Themes: The Past
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality
[J Obsession with the past
[0 Myth of a Glorious Past
[J Forgetfulness
[ Entanglements of the past

Themes: Present & Future
[0 Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Dreams, Hopes
[J Mortality
[J Uncertainty
[ Sacrificing the present

believed in its existence before (117).

[J Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O
Afterward he kept looking at the child with Who said it?
surprise. | don’t think he had ever really
Context?

What does it mean?
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Themes: The Past
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality
[J Obsession with the past
[0 Myth of a Glorious Past
[J Forgetfulness
[ Entanglements of the past

Themes: Present & Future
[0 Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Dreams, Hopes
[J Mortality
[J Uncertainty
[ Sacrificing the present

next thirty years?”

“Don’t be morbid,” Jordan said. “Life starts all

over again when it gets crisp in the fall” (118).

[J Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O
What'll we do with ourselves this afternoon?” |Who said it?
cried Daisy, “and the day after that, and the
Context?

What does it mean?
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Themes: The Past
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality
[J Obsession with the past
[0 Myth of a Glorious Past
[J Forgetfulness
[ Entanglements of the past

Themes: Present & Future
[0 Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Dreams, Hopes
[J Mortality
[J Uncertainty
[ Sacrificing the present

[J Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O
“ My wife and | want to go West...She’s been |Who said it?
talking about it for ten years....And now she’s
Context?

going whether she wants to or not. I'm going
to get her away” (123).

What does it mean?
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Themes: The Past
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality
[J Obsession with the past
[J Myth of a Glorious Past
[J Forgetfulness
[ Entanglements of the past

Themes: Present & Future
[0 Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Dreams, Hopes
[J Mortality
[J Uncertainty
[J Sacrificing the present

[J Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O
“l just remembered that today’s my birthday.” |
was thirty. Before me stretched the portentous, |Who said it?
menacing road of a new decade...Thirty - the
promise of a decade of loneliness, a thinning  [Context?

list of single men to know, a thinning briefcase

of enthusiasm, thinning hair. But there was

Jordan beside me, who, unlike Daisy, was too

wise ever to carry well-forgotten dreams from
age to age” (Fitzgerald 135)

What does it mean?
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Themes: The Past
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality
[J Obsession with the past
[J Myth of a Glorious Past
[J Forgetfulness
[ Entanglements of the past

Themes: Present & Future
[0 Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Dreams, Hopes
[J Mortality
[J Uncertainty
[J Sacrificing the present

[J Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O
“So we drove on toward death through the
cooling twilight.” (136) Who said it?
Context?

What does it mean?
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Themes: The Past
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality
[J Obsession with the past
[J Myth of a Glorious Past
[J Forgetfulness
[ Entanglements of the past

Themes: Present & Future
[0 Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Dreams, Hopes
[J Mortality
[J Uncertainty
[J Sacrificing the present

she was tired of waiting for me. It was a
terrible mistake, but in her heart she never
loved any one except me” (130).

[ Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O
“Your wife doesn’t love you,” said Gatsby.
“She’s never loved you. She loves me.” Who said it?
“She never loved you, do you hear?” he cried.
“She only married you because | was poor and |Context?

What does it mean?
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Themes: The Past Themes: Present & Future
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality [0 Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Obsession with the past [CJ Dreams, Hopes
[J Myth of a Glorious Past [J Mortality
[J Forgetfulness [J Uncertainty
[J Entanglements of the past [ Sacrificing the present
[J Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O

Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic
future that year by year recedes before us. It ~ [Who said it?
eluded us then, but that's no matter-tomorrow

we will run faster, stretch out our arms Context?
farther.... And one fine morning-- So we beat
on, boats against the current, borne back What does it mean?

ceaselessly into the past (180).
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Themes: The Past
[J Nostalgia / Sentimentality
[J Obsession with the past
[J Myth of a Glorious Past
[J Forgetfulness
[ Entanglements of the past

Themes: Present & Future
[0 Ambition (Running toward the future)
[J Dreams, Hopes
[J Mortality
[J Uncertainty
[J Sacrificing the present

[J Escaping the past [J Synthesis
[J Inventing a past [J Robbed of a future
[J A shameful past [J Change
[J Perception & memory O
O O
“Oh, you want too much!” she cried to Gatsby.
“ love you now - isn’t that enough? | can’t help |Who said it?
what'’s past.” She began to sob helplessly. ‘I
did love him once - but | loved you too” (132). [Context?

What does it mean?




